NOCTUARY

FOR TWO STRING QUARTETS

CARL SCHIMMEL

COMPOSED 2014

COMMISSIONED BY THE CIOMPI QUARTET



NOCTUARY

FOR TWO STRING QUARTETS

COMMISSIONED BY THE CIOMPI QUARTET

CARL SCHIMMEL

PERFORMANCE NOTES

o For simplicity and ease of notation, all natural harmonics (including octave
harmonics) are indicated as a diamond notehead at the fingered pitch.

o Slashed beams indicate that the beamed notes should be played as fast, or nearly as
fast, as possible.

o Gestures in box notation should be repeated until the end of the arrow which
follows. Note that the gesture may or may not be slurred. After m. 187 (“Just
before the dawn”) all notes in boxed notation, including the harmonic glissandji, are
slurred.

PROGRAM NOTES

For some time now, I have been interested in exploring some variations on composer Henri
Dutilleux’s ideas (borrowed from Marcel Proust) about the concept of memory as applied to
music. How is 2 musical idea the same or not the same as, related or not related to, another
musical idea, remembered from eatlier in the piece? And, in a less narrow — and more
personal — sense, to what extent do musical ideas from my own past compositions re-emerge
and manifest themselves in my new compositions? This latter question pertains essentially
to style, and it also is relevant to Dutilleux’s own approach to composition, which often
relied upon the reuse of materials. Dutilleux’s masterful string quartet Aznsi la nuit (“Thus the
nigh?”), constructed primarily from a set of ideas introduced at the opening of the piece, is an
excellent example of a composition in which change takes place via development of a small
number of ideas — and their identities are clarified through variation. It is because of Ainsi la
nuit that I was inspired to choose the title Noctuary for this piece —a “noctuary” is a record of
what passes in the night. In this work, I drew upon my own stylistic markers, my own
“compositional memory,” and developed them spontaneously, rather than planning out the
work in detail as is my usual practice. In composing in a way that is less structured, and yet
more clearly rooted in aspects of my personal musical style, in Noctzary 1 have attempted to
more deeply probe my own musical subconscious. Noctuary was commissioned by the
Ciompi Quartet, for first performance by the Ciompi Quartet and Amernet String Quartet.
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Emerging, gathering (J = ca. 120)
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Just before the dawn (J = ca. 60)
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