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Matt Mason

The Woman In The Room

A Chamber Opera

Composed in fulfillment of the Thesis Composition Requirement
for the Butler University Master of Music in Composition degree.






Based on “The Woman In The Room” by Stephen King

“The Woman In The Room” © (1978) Stephen King

Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Cast:

Johnny — Baritone
The Mother — Alto
The Doctor — Bass
Kevin — Tenor

3 Nurses — Soprano, Mezzo-Soprano, Alto

Chamber Ensemble:
Flute
Clarinet in B-flat/Bass Clarinet
Violin
Viola
Cello
Bass
Piano
Percussion
Crotales (struck, bowed)

Snare Drum

Performance Instructions

Stemless notes are approximated rhythms.

(x) noteheads indicate Sprechstimme, or approximate pitch through a vocal inflection
Diamond noteheads indicate spoken text, but precise rhythms

Johnny — a young man, distraught at his mother’s situation. Rhythms are less strict with an emphasis on mimicking
speech patterns.

The Mother — an old woman. The mother spends her time in a hospital bed dying from cancer. Her singing should be
labored, and the actual pitches should be moved through in a hazy slur.

The Doctor — The doctor should be precise and matter-of-fact, almost menacing in his clinical delivery. Rhythms
should be meticulously precise.

Kevin — the brother, a young man. Kevin should be a weaker tenor. He functions in two capacities: the distant
present-day character and a young boy in the past. The singer should have a childlike falsetto.
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begin chant together, then begin staggering entrances

growing to an overwhelming shout by the end.
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as possible.
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rearticulate as smoothly
as possible.

With the last five notes, the lights dim, first on the orchestra and the mother, then finally Johnny.

The last note should ring in silence long afier the stage is dark.




A Quiet Plague

For Wind Ensemble

By Matt Mason



To be read by the Butler University Wind Ensemble - April, 2019

Program Note

Of all the biblical stories, Job has fascinated me the most. This piece 1s
my way of interpreting, musically, the story of Job, chronicling his life
before, during, and after God’s mtervention. It 1s my attempt at better
understanding the quiet suffering Job underwent, detailing his slow and
torturous loss and pain, and commenting on the 1dea that destruction 1s
not always sudden. However, the piece, finishes with a new and quiet
resolve paralleling Job’s salvation after years of torment.



Instrumentation

2 Flutes

Oboe

2 Bassoons

2 Clarinets i B-flat
Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophones

Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
2 Trumpets in B-flat
4 Horns in F

2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Fuphonium
Tuba

Percussion 1

Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Triangles (multiple sizes), Gongs, Mark Tree
Percussion 2

Tam-Tam, Suspended Cymbal, Triangles (multiple sizes), Tambourine, Toms
Percussion 3

Marimba
Percussion 4

Xylophone, Tubular Bells
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Afraid

For Piano & Fixed Media

By Matt Mason



Afraid is a piece for piano and fixed media. The fixed media element
exclusively uses the audio from the seminal George A. Romero zombie
classic Night of the Living Dead, which, due to a lack of attention to title cards
(which required a copyright sign with the title), fell into the public domain.
It has been edited in sequences to emphasize three main themes: fear,
death, and togetherness. The piece incorporates lines of dialogue from the
film to create an ostinato, sound effects and the film’s score to create
additional atmosphere, and the news broadcast of the film to provide a
backdrop for the more virtuosic piano solo.
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Matt Mason
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Variations for Sextet

For Flute, Clarinet, Violin, Viola, Cello, and Piano

By Matt Mason
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Program Note:

There are two main concepts for David Waltzing in the Lien’s Den. The first is that everyone
loves a train wreck. The ensuing chaos 1s what causes the ability to look away. Thus, my goal
when creating this piece 1s that it would ride the line between sounding like a well-rehearsed piece
of music and sounding like a chaotic mess. It 1s, what I've been calling, “An Orchestrated
Disaster.” The biggest technical challenge of the piece is in confidently making the complex
rhythms and pitches, seem like mistakes. Comedic timing 1s everything. At first, audiences will
question whether that blip they heard from the first trumpet was a premature entrance, but as the
piece continues and the number of “mistakes” rise, the goal of the piece and its players becomes
comically clear. Incorporating dialog, slapstick, and extended techniques helped me to achieve the
delicate balance between successfully illustrating my point and writing a bad piece of music.
Hopetully, the intentional misspelling of the title, elucidates this point. The second concept played
on the stereotypes typically associated with certain imstrument families. For example, the Violas are
resentful of the violins, the percussionists make distracting mistakes, the brass always miss their
entrances, etc. Rather than humiliate the instruments, I saw this piece as a way to poke fun at the
trope. For example, the brass entrances are quite specific in the way they are notated and require
precise thythm to play what sounds like a missed entrance. This brand of playful cynicism was how
I approached writing for all instruments in the piece.



Instrumentation

Flutes

Clarinet in E-flat

Clarnets in B-flat

Bassoons

Horns in F

Trumpets in C

Trombones

Tuba

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Timpani

Percussion
Bass Drum
Snare Drum
Tambourine
Splash Cymbals
Triangle
Drum Sticks
Extra Stands
Boomwhackers
Misc. for Destruction
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ANV 3
oJ
Clarinet in Bb ﬂ
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Hornin F

Trumpet in C
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Contrabass

Conductor

© Matt A. Mason
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Kosmonaught
For Tuba Alone

Matt Mason
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20" Bend pitch by slowly pulling out
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* humming into tuba mouthpiece
** click fingernails on bell
*#* aspirate a "k" consonant into a breath. "+" means exhale, "o" mean inhale

© Matt A. Mason
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Each set of repeats constitutes a cell. Repeat each cell between 2 and 8 times (unless otherwise specified
above the cell). As you finish each cells repetitions, you may move one cell forward or one cell backward.

If you choose to move one cell backwards, however, you may not choose to go backwards again, as it would
ultimately impede the forward motion, (i.e. if on cell 3 you go back to cell 2, you may not go back to cell 1,
but once on cell 4, you may go back to cell 3). If the cell has a specified number of repeats, you may only go
forward, not backwards.

Approximately every 15 seconds, insert one bar of rest (the length of the cell just being played). From this
rest, you may choose to resume the cell, or move forwards or backwards.
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71 bend pitch by pulling out tuning slide as far as possible, then push back in

Move freely between cells on each line, however, once you change lines you may not go back

and lines should be performed consecutively. To move to the next line, you must play the last cell
of the line followed by the first cell of the next line, i.e. from D you can move to E, from H you can
move to L. Repeat each cell as desired. (Example 2A-2D-6C-1D-1E-4G-3H-2I-1L-5K, etc)
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